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Protestant schism caused the social confusion on which Janssen
lays such stress in his seventh and eighth volumes. It was a case
of revolution. The old mores broke down and new ones were
not yet formed. The Protestants of the sixteenth century derided
and denounced the Roman Catholics for the contradictions and
falsehoods of celibacy, and the Catholics used against the Protes-
tants the looseness as to marriage. Both were right.

381. The standard of the " good wife." Pair marriage. It is
safe to believe that if any woman ever entered into a marriage
which was not repugnant to her she entered it with a determina-
tion to be a "good wife." Her education under the mores of the
society around her gave her the notion and standard of a good
wife. The modern sentiments of love and conjugal affection
have been produced in the middle class. They probably have
their roots in the mores of the bourgeoisie of the Middle Ages
and in those of the lowest class of free people in the Greco-
Roman empire. This middle class is the class which has taken
control of modern society, and whose interests are most favored
by modern economic developments. They have set aside the old
ideas of male dominion and of ascetic purity. In the middle of
the nineteenth century the poems of Coventry Patmore and the
novels of Anthony Trollope perhaps best expressed the notions
of conjugal affection which English-speaking people entertained
at that time. It seems that now those notions are thought to be
philistine, and there is a reaction towards the old aristocratic
standards. The "good husband," as correlative to the good wife,
belongs to modern pair marriage. The erotic element has been
refined and suppressed, or at least disavowed. The ideals which
have been accepted and favored have disciplined and concentrated
masculine waywardness, and they have made the sex sentiments
more durable. All this has integrated the family more firmly,
and the family mores have cultivated and preserved the senti-
ments. We have seen many cases in which, out of the uncon-
scious and unpremeditated action of the mores, results have been
produced which have been most important for the weal or woe
of men, but it is one of the most marvelous of these cases that
conjugal affection, perhaps the noblest of all sentiments, should